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DUNFERMLINE. 

By  Consul  Howard  D.  Van  Sant,  January  19,  1920. 

A  six-year  period  of  iiiiiisiial  and  even  extraordinary  liappening.'S 
in  the  history  of  the  Dnnferniline  consular  district  may  be  regarded 
as  closed  with  tlie  ending  of  the  year  1919.  The  coming  year  of 
1920  may  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  neAV  chapter  of  industrial 
and  economic  progress  based  on  the  changed  aspects  and  new  con- 
ditions produced  by  the  great  war.  The  Dunfermline  consular  dis- 
trict experienced  a  new  epoch  in  its  material  progress,  rivaling  in 
a  limited  degree  the  industrial  enterprise  and  energy  of  the  Clyde 
and  several  of  the  great  shipping  and  naval  seaports  along  the 
English  coast.  With  the  advent  of  closer  commercial,  and  perhaps 
more  amicable,  relations  with  the  ports  of  Russia,  Germany,  and 
other  northern  European  countries  and  the  consequent  largely  in- 
creased demand  for  added  shipping  and  products  produced  in  Great 
Britain,  the  preeminent  geographical  location  of  this  district  should 
show  an  increased  output  over  and  above  all  previous  records. 

The  expansion  of  the  great  naval  dockyard  at  Rosyth  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  less  important  shipbuilding  plants  at  Alloa,  on  the 
upper  branches  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  together  with  the  new  docks 
at  Burntisland  and  Methil,  shows  a  new  and  unique  opportunity 
offered  for  the  utilization  of  the  Forth  area  as  a  most  convenient 
center  for  the  building  up  of  a  large  and  most  important  continental 
trade.  Navigation  has  been  improved  by  years  of  dredging;  exten- 
sive quays  and  harbors  have  been  constructed,  and  new  railway  fa- 
cilities introduced.  These  extensive  improvements  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years  of  the  war  period  have  attracted  skilled  and  other 
workmen  of  all  classes,  and  the  question  now  is  whether  these  im- 
provements are  to  continue  and  the  present  large  force  of  workmen 
to  be  held  or  discharged.  These  points  the  future  must  determine 
and  the  coming  year  will  probably  decide  definiteh'  and  perhaps  per- 
manently. 
Shipbuilding  and  Shipping  of  the  Dunfermline  District. 

Altogether  in  the  Firth  of  Forth  shipyards  28  vessels  were  built 
of  a  total  tonnage  of  51,000,  an  increase  of  over  31,000  tons  when 
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compared  with  the  1014  figures.  Of  these  vessels  10,  totalino-  19,000 
tons,  were  from  Alloa,  and  3,  aogregating  over  9,000  tons,  from  the 
new  shipbuilding  yard  at  Burntisland,  in  the  Dunfermline  district. 
While  most  of  these  vessels  are  from  1,000  to  1,500  tons,  the  later 
ones  launched  will  average  over  3,000  tons.  With  an  increased  de- 
njand  for  ships  from  northern  Europe  it  is  safe  to  say  the  average 
tessel  may  increase  to  4,000  or  5,000  tons,  if  the  shipbuilding  plants 
continue  to  prosper  and  increase  in  size  and  output. 

It  appears 'that  the  developments  of  the  great  naval  base  at  Eosylh 
may  be  dependent  on  the  political  future  of  the  Eussian  and  German 
situation,  at  all  events  the  Rosyth  Naval  Base  is  to  be  continued  as 
the  great  naval  base  repair  shop  of  Great  Britain  and  a  general  head- 
quarters of  the  mighty  units  of  the  British  fleet.  The  agitation  fa- 
voring the  building  of  merchant  shipping  at  this  naval  base  appears 
to  have  been  abandoned,  for  the  time  at  least,  and  the  question  of  a 
commercial  dock  adjoining  the  naval  base  has  also  been  shelved  for 
the  time  being.  Meanwhile,  efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  a  Forth 
control  or  conservancy  board  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Clyde  Trust  in 
the  west  of  Scotland  to  take  charge  of  the  future  development  of 
this  area  and  to  achieve  even  more  unity  of  purpose  under  a  cor^trol 
authority  in  charge  of  the  whole  district. 

More  American  merchant  ships  have  entered  the  ports  of  the  Dun- 
fermline consular  district  during  1919  than  during  the  previous 
half  century.  Accurate  figures  of  the  exact  number  are  not  avail- 
able at  this  writing,  because  the  ports  of  entry  of  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland  are  not  directly  connected  with  Dunfermline  proper,  and 
a  number  of  American  vessels  have  entered  ports  in  this  district  with- 
out reporting  to  the  consulate.  Several  of  these  American  ships 
ranging  from  3,000  to  4,000  tons  have  been  engaged  in  carrying 
JFifeshire  coal  from  Methil  in  this  district  to  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
returning  with  lumber  for  the  Scottish  trade.  The  largest  merchant 
ship  calling  at  Methil  for  some  years  was  the  Afrania,  an  American 
ship  of  4,400  tons,  from  Seattle.  The  American  flag  appears  to  be 
more  in  evidence  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  than  since  the  early 
days  of  the  Yankee  clipper. 
Scarcity  of  Flax  Affects  Linen  Trade. 

Notwithstanding  the  continued  demand  for  flax  and  the  oft-re- 
peated statements  of  flax  shortage  during  the  war,  it  is  neverthe- 
less the  more  remarkable  that  a  greater  quantity  of  all-linen  goods 
is  being  manufactured  in  the  Dunfermline  mills  to-day  than  at  any 
time  during  the  past  three  years.  The  demand  from  the  United 
States  seems  to  increase  for  fine  bed  covers,  tablecloths,  and  house- 
hold linen  of  every  description.  Under  the  war  conditions,  Ameri- 
cans were  forced  to  try  linen  substitutes  in  the  line  of  cotton  and 
union  damasks-,  even  as  attractive  at  first  sight  as  the  real  and  better 
all-linen  fabrics.  Yet  the  substitutes  have  been  found  out  and  the 
consequences  appear  to  be  that  orders  are  almost  daily  increasing 
from  the  United  States  for  the  real  linen  articles  and  at  prices  which 
no  one  engaged  in  the  industry  ever  imagined  would  be  approxi- 
matdll.  Such  is  said  to  have  been  the  demand  in  the  great  New  York 
warehouses  and  other  American  cities,  that  purchases  were  made  at 
practically  any  price  at  which  the  real  linens  could  be  obtained.  And 
somehow  flax,  which  it  was  claimed  was  almost  nonexistent,  reap- 
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peared  and  continued  sales  were  made,  though  in  much  restricted 
yohime. 

Only  about  50  per  cent  of  the  looms  in  Dunfermline  are  running. 
If  the  supplies  of  yarn  Avere  plentiful  along  with  an  adeijuate  number 
of  women  mill  workers,  half  the  looms  would  not  be  idle,  in  fact  the 
demand  for  linens  is  so  insistent  that  it  is  safe  to  say  ever_v  loom  would 
be  kept  going  at  full  pressure  for  some  time  to  come.  Spinners  of 
linen  yarns,  who  are  said  to  be  only  producing  six-elevenths  of  their 
normal  output  OAving  to  the  alleged  scarcity  of  flax,  have  been  unable 
to  keep  pace  with  the  American  demand,  leaving  out  of  the  question 
for  the  time  the  increasing  inquiries  from  the  Continent.  To-day 
prices  appear  to  be  nearly  TO  per  cent  higher  than  six  months  ago, 
while  yarns  are  eight  times  the  pre-war  price. 

Flax  shortage  is  still  claimed  as  the  cruxt)f  the  situation  and  it  is  now 
proposed  that  the  linen  output  be  restricted  to  four-elevenths  of  the 
usual  production  until  the  fall  supply  of  flax  comes  into  the  market. 
Unless  this  is  done  a  number  of  leading  linen  experts  claim  that  a 
complete  stoppage  of  the  linen  industry  for  several  months  is 
imminent.  By  those  engaged  in  the  industry  the  general  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  until  Russia  settles  down  into  a  normal  period  of  flax 
production,  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  matters  liecoming  easier. 
And  yet  these  predictions  were  freely  made  during  the  war  and  in 
some  unaccountable  way  a  limited  supply  of  flax  was  obtained  from 
time  to  time,  enough  to  keep  the  mills  going  at  half  pressure  at  least. 
Flax  cultivation,  it  is  said,  is  being  attempted  on  a  more  ambitious 
scale  in  Holland,  Belgium,  and  France,  while  Ireland,  Scotland,  the 
United  States,  and  Canada  are  advancing  toward  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  situ.ation.  and  it  is  thought,  even  without  the  full  Russian 
development,  the  fall  will  bring  about  an  easier  all-round  flax  supply. 

In  exports  of  linens  to  the  Ignited  States  it  should  be  noted  that 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  showed  a  total  of  but  $40,408  compared 
to  $227,782  in  the  December  quarter  of  1919.  Pure  linen  fabrics  ap- 
pear to  be  sought  after  by  Americans  more  keenly  than  ever,  while 
unions  and  substitutes  are  losing  favor  even  at  much  lower  prices. 

Increased  Output  of  Coal. 

The  coal  trade  for  the  year  has  shown  an  increased  output,  with 
prospects  that  extensions  in  the  coal  fields  of  Fifeshire  will  make  for 
further  improvement  in  1920.  At  Metliil,  the  largest  coal  shipping 
docks  in  the  Dunfermline  district,  the  coal  exports  for  January 
amounted  to  52.000  tons,  while  in  December  of  1919,  the  monthly 
export  totaled  169.000  tons.  The  total  coal  exports  for  the  year 
1919  from  Fifeshire  ports  amounted  to  2.567,400  tons,  an  increase 
of  215,700  tons  over  1918.  In  pre-war  days  a  lOO.OOO-ton  shipment 
of  coal  was  the  usual  weekly  average  but  during  the  war  the  total 
fell  to  about  40,000  tons  weekly. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  shortage  of  coal  wagons,  making 
frequent  the  stoppage  of  work  at  the  collieries  of  several  hours 
daily,  yd  from  5,000  to  8,000  more  men  have  been  employed  in  coal 
mining  in  the  district  than  during  1918. 

A  new  pit  has  been  sunk  at  Lochore  to  provide  better  ventilation 
for  the  more  important  jNIary  Pit  close  by,  and  when  in  full  work- 
ing order  this  improvement  should  largely  increase  the  output  of 
that  pit.     Early  in  the  summer  the  surface  buildings  of  the  Lindsay 
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Pits  at  Kelty  were  desti'oj'ed  by  fire.  Now  tlie  proprietors,  the  Fife 
Coal  Co.,  are  constructing  the  most  up-to-date  plant,  much  of  it  on 
the  American  conVrete  construction  ])lan.  Seven  hundred  men  will 
soon  be  working  at  this  colliery.  The  Saline  Valley  coal  district, 
comparatively  nonproductive  to  any  extent  for  many  years,  has  again 
changed  hands  and  promises  are  made  that  the  northwest  corner 
of  Fife  Avill  again  become  a  large  and  busy  coal  field. 

Eetail  coal  of  the  best  quality  has  been  selling  in  Dunfermline  at 
the  rate  of  $10  per  ton,  including  cost  of  cartage,  during  tlio  past 
year,  being  rationed  according  to  the  need  of  the  householder.  At 
times  it  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  at  any  price.  It  is  said  the  Avar, 
the  loss  of  tonnage  resulting  from  the  coal  strike,  the  shortage  of 
men  and  coal  wagons,  and  the  increased  demand  of  shipping,  both 
foreign  and  domestic,  are  the  principal  causes  of  the  coal  shortage, 
Dunfermline  adjoins  some  of  the  finest  and  most  important  coal 
fields  of  Scotland  yet  frequently  coal  has  been  almost  unobtainable 
during  the  past  few  years. 

Dunfermline's  Kew  Expenditures  and  Taxes. 

In  ad<lition  to  the  most  important  scheme  now  being  formulated 
in  greater  Dunfermline,  owing  to  the  acute  scarcity  of  dwellings, 
nearly  $800,000  is  proposed  to  be  spent  on  various  undertakings. 
The  large  scheme  in  connection  with  additions  to  the  gas  works  will 
involve  a  sum  close  to  $200,000,  and  the  extension  to  the  waterworks 
will  probably  require  $300,000  more.  In  connection  with  the  de- 
velopment of  Rosyth  and  the  widening  of  the  Queensferry  Road 
leading  to  the  naval  works  about  $2.50,000  had  been  expended. 
While  back  of  all  these  schemes  were  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment regarding  the  housing  problem,  which  in  itself  would  require 
a  very  large  sum  of  money. 

On  the  new  area  of  Rosyth  and  the  Garden  City,  now  included  in 
Dunferndine,  a  sum  of  $880,000  had  been  expended.  This  in  addi- 
tion to  the  large  obligations  required  in  the  matter  of  water  supplies, 
largely  due  to  Rosyth,  has  been  viewed  with  some  misgivings  by  the 
rate  payers  of  the  old  part  of  the  city.  Yet  sincg  the  municipal 
boundaries  of  Dunfermline  have  been  extended  so  as  to  include 
Rosvth  and  the  Garden  City,  the  valuation  of  greater  Dunfermline 
has  "increased  from  $r>80,000'in  1910  to  $1,168,000  for  1919,  or  almost 
double.  And  apart  from  last  year's  ui;usual  increase  of  rates,  caused 
largely  by  expenditure  on  Rosyth,  the  rates  during  the  last  eight 
years  have  not  reflected  any  considerable  outlav.  An  assessment  of 
$0.02  on  $5  in  1910  realized  $2,340,  while  last  year  the  yield  at  the 
same  rate  was  increased  to  $4,155.  It  is  claimed  that  owing  to  the 
higher  house  rents  at  the  Garden  City  of  Rosyth,  the  rate  i^ayers 
are  more  highly  assessed  than  the  working  classes  in  older  Dunferm- 
line. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dunfermline  Town  Council  the  aggTegate 
amount  of  assessments  for  1920  was  fixed  at  $1.61  per  $5,  an  increase 
of  $0.65  over  the  previous  year.  For  the  county  of  Fife  the  assessed 
valuation  is  $5,369,330,  an  increase  of  $295,830  over  the  previous 
year.  There  appears  to  be  a  large  increase  in  the  towns  and  villages 
througliout  the  district. 

According  to  a  parliamentary  return  of  local  taxation  in  Scotland 
the  Customs  and  Excise  duty  amounted  to  $761,240  for  the  year 
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ended  March  31, 1919.    License  and  estate  duties  amounted  to  $3,679,- 
265.    From  these  sums  $1,058,215  has  been  paid  to  the  Scottish  edu- 
cation fund.     Police  superannuation  cost  Scotland  $200,000  in  the 
same  period. 
The  Linoleum  Trade. 

Kirkcald}',  the  largest  city  in  this  district,  is  the  center  of  the  lino- 
leum trade  of  Scotland  and  until  recent  yems  enjoyed  a  large  volume 
of  business  with  the  United  States.  Lately  this  trade  has  fallen  off 
until  it  has  almost  entirely  ceased.  However,  the  trade  itself  during 
the  past  five  years  has  carried  on  and  large  British  and  domestic 
orders  have  been  dealt  with.  For  many  j'ears  previous  to  the  war 
linoleum  was  used  to  cover  the  decks  of  British  battleships  and  with 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  the  demands  of  the  British  Admiralty  for 
linoleum  were  enormously  increased  and  large  orders  were  placed 
for  delivery  at  the  dockyards.  Large  orders  were  also  received  from 
American  and  British  Red  Cross  LTnits.  Many  serious  problems  had 
to  be  faced  and  for  a  few  months  there  was  a  veritable  famine  of  raw 
materials.  The  great  increase  in  the  p^ice  of  canvas,  cork,  colors, 
and  oils  presented  many  difficulties,  and  the  price  of  the  finished  ar- 
ticle was  largely  increased.  Then  the  Government  Excess  Profits 
Tax,  it  is  claimed,  hit  the  Kirkcaldy  manufacturers  hard,  and  the 
strain  of  the  tax  and  other  difficulties  caused  the  directors  of  one  of 
the  largest  concerns  to  view  the  situation  most  seriously.  The  pros- 
pects now  are  better,  and  linoleum  is  said  to  be  in  increasing  demand 
for  domestic  purposes.  Whether  the  export  of  linoleum  to  the  United 
States  will. ever  reach  its  old-time  volume  is  doubtful,  in  view  of  the 
keen  competition  of  American  concerns  now  well  established  in  Chi- 
cago, Newark,  Trenton,  and  other  American  cities.  The  chances  are 
that  the  linoleum  export  trade  with  the  L^nited  States  is  largely  lost 
for  several  years  to  come,  at  least. 

Division  of  Estates — Police  Records  for  1919. 

Owing  to  the  war  several  large  landed  estates  are  being  sold  for 
division  into  smaller  farms  or  holdings.  Many  thousands  of  pounds 
have  changed  hands  through  these  negotiations.  Tenants  have  been 
able  to  acquire  many  acres  of  these  holdings,  while  cooperative  socie- 
ties have  invested  largely  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dunfermline. 

The  estimated  population  of  Dunferndine  is  now  40,000  according 
to  the  last  police  returns.  During  1919,  668  persons  Avere  appre- 
hended for  various  crimes  within  the  city,  the  larger  proportion 
being  for  drunkenness.  There  are  5  hotels,  28  public  houses  or 
saloons,  35  wine  and  spirit  licensed  grocers,  and  2  ale  houses  a  total 
of  70  licensed  premises  within  the  city  limits.  The  authorized 
strength  of  the  police  force  is  35,  with  a  chief  constable  in  command. 
The  force  is  a  most  efficient  and  highly  respected  one  for  a  city  of 
40,000.  The  cost  of  the  police  amounts  to  $36,485,  including  clothing 
and  accouterments. 
American  Goods  Gaining  in  Popularity. 

Lnports  into  this  consular  district  can  only  be  roughly  estimated, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  customhouses  in  Dunfermline  and  other  im- 
portant commercial  towns  and  villages  within  the  limits  of  the 
district.  It  is  safe  to  say,  however,  that  during  the  past  year  every 
shop  or  store,  large  and  small,  within  the  limits  of  the  Dunfermline 
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consular  district,  has  added  American  connuodities  or  production 
to  the  stock  in  hand.  It  is  generally  recoonized  that  the  war  stocks 
Avere  almost  exhausted  and  since  the  armistice  the  effort  of  nearly 
every  storekeeper,  big  and  little,  has  been  to  replenish  his  stock. 

The  leading  dealers  in  American  goods  in  the  large  commercial 
centers  have  been  alive  to  the  opportunity  and  accordingly,  wherever 
practicable,  American  foodstuff,  clothing,  shoes,  tools  and  nuichinery, 
toilet  goods  and  drugs,  dry  goods  ancl  women's  wear,  motor  cars, 
toys,  spectacles,  and  plated  jewelry,  clocks  and  watches,  rubber  goods 
and  glassware,  together  with  a  large  assortment  of  novelties,  have 
been  introduced  as  far  as  practicable  with  the  rather  limited  supply 
furnished  by  Americans  and  others  in  the  leading  connnercial  cities, 
London,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Leith,  Liver])ool,  and  others.  There 
has  been  a  certain  volume  of  direct  American  imports,  but  a  far 
greater  amount  has  been  furnished  by  American  branch  houses  in 
the  large  ports  of  entry  of  Great  Britain  or  the  leading  commission 
houses  and  import  agents  dealing  in  American  production.  The 
commission  houses,  through  their  well-organized  system  of  local 
agencies  and  staff'  of  qualified  commercial  travelers,  usually  of  Scotch 
birth  and  accent,  have  managed  to  obtain  the  largest  share  of  trade 
apparently,  though  American  branch  houses  also  are  constantly  in- 
creasing their  output  and  sales.  American  effort  seems  better  or- 
ganized for  results  in  this  district,  and  the  influence  of  the  sale  of 
high-class  American  goods  is  spreading  from  town  to  village  to  a 
larger  extent  than  formerly. 

Naturally  British  goods  hold  the  premier  place  in  vohnne  of  sales, 
though  as  far  as  can  be  judged  by  observation,  American-made  goods 
still  lead  other  foreign  productions  in  value  and  bulk  of  sales.  How 
long  this  will  continue  will  depend  on  the  quality,  credit,  durability, 
and  favor  shown,  as  well  as  the  increase  or  decrease  in  demand  and 
the  future  productiveness  and  low  prices  of  our  competitors. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  Dunfermline,  Scotland,  to  the  United 
States  during  the  past  year  show  a  decrease  of  $40,680  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  The  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


191S 


Quantity.    Value 


1919 


Quantity.     Value 


Ale 

Bleached  tow  yarns pounds. . 

Canvas  ( jut e) .'. yards . . 

Cottons square  yards. . 

Kn£;ineerins;  supplies 

Furniture  (ani ique) 

Golf  iron  heads 

Jute  paddings  (burlaps) yards. . 

Linoleum do . . . 

I'nious square  5'ards.. 

Woolen  goods pounds. . 

Woven  fla.\  fabrics square  yards. . 

All  other 


4,000 


.S154 
1,304 


85, 760 
22,030 


43,511 
110,514 
229, 708 


39, 0.^7 
"i59,'868 
"897,"  680 ' 


4,302 
11,270 


231,985 


62,415 


022, 856 
13,710 


44,309 

1,167 

516,467 


$25, 205 

S5, 117 

105, 950 

4,916 

1,752 

5,052 

50,  .325 

6,174 

20, 757 

3,307 

462,425 

201 


Total. 


823, 861 


777, 181 
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